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TO ¢ Chief, SH DATE:
Attn: Y ] P I
FROM : [ | L /)
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SUBJECT: GENERAL— OSHUNT/FRIDAY ‘ .

SPECIFIC— TRIDAY ‘ission Debriefing for Trip 21-22 December 1954

Action Requested: DNone. For Headquarters' information and files.

Symopsis:

a. P2HEDOLLAR and AB{BLOIM infiltrated Albania on the evening of 21 December 195l.
b. FITDAY Team reached dead drop area safely but found nothing.
c. Team exfiltrated in early morning hours of 22 December l95h

Discussion of Debr leLll’l

J. Submitted herewith is the debriefing of TRIDAY Team, the infiltration-
exiiltration period being recounted chronologically. Please note that RNDOLLAR.
and ATRBRLOM were debriefed separately and glternmatively by [T J and T
These debriefings were carried out at the "Digh" safehouse on 23 December 1954,
Because 2NDOTLAR's story is more complete as to details and times, his debriefing
is being presented in the enclosure. Any discrepancies between his version and
that of AIRBLOWN will be footnoted.

2. Two points have arisen as a result of the debrielfing itself which we
believe are particularly notewortay. In the first place, there appears to be some
confusion concerning the dead droo mechanlcs end danger/safety sicnals to be em-.
ployed. It will be recalled that REDCOLIAR and ATPIGECK selected a dead drop
location jointly. RNDOLLAR established danger/safety signals, instructed the PA
to place the container in the dead drop as soon as possible and to check the dead
droo signal as often as possible for incoming messages (encJOSLre Fo. 1 to

GAN 11239, BAPOK 2775, 1L August 195L, page L, para 20). RIDOLLAR sbtated in the
oebrleL¢ﬂg of +the July 195, mission that the PA had promlsed to enplace the con-
tainer within 2L hours. ATI?3LO0HN, on the other hand, understood from RXDCOLLAR that
if two stones at the dﬂnger/sa* ety signals location were tosether, the contairer
would be present, if they were separated from each otber, the container would not
be present. Tais conilict is of course important enouza to warrant rurther explo-:
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ration, and Headguarters will be informed of results.
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3. The second point involves a revelati i3 deserving closer study.
He stated to 1. in the debriefing t1%t qp, RBOLLEAR, had set up a
rendezvous with AIPTEECH for 25 ﬂay 1955 This would take place at Naf e Hanit
between tihe hours 2200~ 2330. failed to inform his case officer of
this fact prior to this date.

L. AIRBLOMN's comments to ] and 1\ may also be of interest.  He
indicated that he believed tae operational plan was vary good. However, he felt
that the dead drop location was a poor one for a number of reasons, namely:

4

a. The area was muddy and taerefore held footprints.
b. Tts location between two roads lacled sufficient cover.

c¢. The danger/safety signal was in close proximity to the highway and
therefore hagzardous. '

ATRELO®Y had favorsble comments sbout REDOLLAR's deporiment but added that he is of
a somewaat excitable nature. (We have recorded ATHZLOWN's comments here as he is

a mature and intelligent verson who aas received a substantial smount of training

- from ms.)

o~

5. Tt must be pointed out that RWHCTLAR and LTHILAIN zave a similar account

of the operation, and the ciscrepancies see~ few and rinor. Such discrepencies as

do exist may be at least partially explained by AIRSLOWI's inexperience and resulting
‘nervousness. We feel thalt another Iacbor tends to confirm the veracity of RINCLLAR's
story. A% nas no lmown loyalty to RIMILIAR of a sort that would lead him to
fabricate in order to protect nis leader. ©Cn the contrary, ne has given many indi-

cations of a first loyalty to ais case officers during his three years of service,

6. In addition to the questions generated by the debriefing which we discussed
above, developments of the FRIDAY iission to date provide space for conjecture.
Some possibilities for our failure to develop the mission according to plan are
immeciately anparent; they are:

a. ATPIGECH may have had suca strong reservations sbout accepting his
assisgmment, that, in the final analysis, he decided ageindt doing his nart.
Tor example, ne may have committed himseli in an indefinite manmer to save
Face, being fully aware that, upon PDULLLR's departure, he would not carry
out the instructions. It is also ouite feasivle that AIPIZAUY lost heart L
after MWIOLL R's exfiltration. '
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i's reaction to the recruvitment

b. AR may have misrepreserted AIFIG
anpreoach in order to nreserve the family honor.

c, ATPIGEONW may have been captured or killed.

d. An additional possibility, advanced by REDOLLAR, is that AIPICGEQH,
not anticipating that the team wouvld service the dead drop in the winter
montﬂs, retrizved the dead drop contairer for fear of its being discovered
by roaming shepierds. This would only be possible if R¥NOLLAR did not brief
ATPIGEOY properly or if ATPIGELY disobeyed instructions to leave the container
at the dead drop location at all times per Attach C to SGAA 10427, ¥APOX 2661

16 June 1954, page 3. ~

7. It is the opinion of this desk thst the team comported itsplf well curing
this penetration,. HNeither RMDOLLAT nor ALAIRBLOYY deviated from any of the specific
instructions which they received in the brleilng; this, in itself, was gratifying.
Yle were particularly pleased witn the manner in which ATRBLOME rose to the occasion

without question or hesitation. He has earned himself a great deal of respect.

8. That our effort failed is, of course, a grest disapnointment to all
involved. In retrospect, it seems that we would nave been wise to LLFLUTTER
RIWMOLLAR after his July penetration in an effort to confirm the accuracy of his
débriefing. OJur decision not to use this check at the time was based largely on
his inconclusive reactions to his first test. Before making our final recommsnda-
tions on the future of this mission, however, we plan to LOTLUTTER RMDCLLAR on his
activities to date. The resulis of this test plus our recommendations on the
operation will be forwarded as soon as possible,

Hemo on Debriefing
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29 December 1954
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From: (— :l ' na[ I:SN 3!

Subject: Debriefing of WRIDAY Team Penetration of 21-22 December 195k

There follows an account of developments during Suvbject penetration:
December 21:

1750: -Final instructions on the border conditions were ziven to the team. A few
ninutes prior to their separation from the conducting detail DNDULVAR asked
C. 3 waet he should do in csge zne did not find the container at the desd
drop. [ __Jwmswered that in such a case R¥DOLT should not place the
new one tiere.

1750- Upon separation from the conducting detail, the team followed the mule path
1635 for approximately. 20 minutes and subsequently turned rigat crossing the border

at point 2 L065LEy when cross ing the border line HFDOLLAR noticed something

3 > b=

resembling the glowing of a cigarette. He immediately brouszht this to
ATRBLOUN's attention who agreed that what they saw must have been a light.

Klthouza the team had anticipated to cross the frontier line a little further
up, the leader preferred to make an abrupt right and cross a little depression,
thus avoiding any contact with persons near the point of the lipht.

1635~ The team covered the space between the frontier line and the thorn fence in

1915  about 30 minutes. The fence was crossed at point R LOS5L9 and :DULLAR
stated that the team had no difficulty crossing it. It is als opinion that
in all probabilities it was burnt down by the local shepherds who set the
grass on fire for fertiliszing purposes. A row of rocks and some thorns are
s5till remaining.-

1915~ After crossing ‘the remnants of the fence the team proceeded along gently
1945  inclined ground in a northerly direction towards the plagefof Koniswol. The
teanm left Ld? deserted guard post of Skemon (Skembi) approximately 100
to the left.

1.  ATRBLUSF incicated the crossing point at R LO7SLS.
2, Tt should be noted that Greek and Albanian shepnerds had been observed in
that area during tne day. )
3. 34041 made no allusion to tne fence.
Lo ATRRLOS, during‘his interrcgation, made :reater emphasis regardina dog=- i

- harking while crassing the border.
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The team marched across slopirns country devoid of thick brush or special
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After the team nhad climbed the NI side of the stream and a dog started
bharking.- Suddenly and simultaneously a volce was heard from a distence
of about &0 m calling twice, "Halt! Haltl® The voice was weak and of no
commanding tone. The team turned back on RMDINIAR's order and hid in the
stream bed. The voice of the nan was faintly neard talking to thae dog
which seemed to be retreating. (RUDULLAR heard something like na, ra, in
Mbanian, equivalent to come on.) The team proceeded to the W along the
stream bed for approximately 200 m. Ten minutes after the {irst dog had
started barking "WDULLAD heard some more barking and another voice coming
from the sare direction encouraging the dog with sometnzing like Ohal
Chat. (swc)

The tean left the river bed and proceeded towards the hill Qafe Hanit

(R 111573) where it avproached the Bajerio (sic) up to a distance of 50 m. 7
At point R LO7571 near a tomb AIRBLUNK asked for some water but RFDCLLAR
d¢id not stop. The team, on arrival at a distance of approximately 200 m
from the main highway, halted for aporoxirately 15-20 minutes and wuthed
the road for any movement.®

After the rest the team walked towards the highway ancd reached it at a point
30 m 7rom the Bajario. Some dogs were barking west of the buildings but
other than that the team heard or saw nothing. RIMULLAR intended to show
ATRBLUWP a few prominent and unmistekeable land-marls to be used in the
proper identification of the dead drop. This is how he explains his somewhat
daring approach to the Bajario. The tean walked on a mule path parellel to

]

the hisaway for a distance of 50-60 meters.”

The team reached the location of the dead drop signal (R L15569) which was
to be found in the direct proximity of a telephone pole, distinguished from
the others because of certain wire- cords attached to it. At tre_designated
spot the team found the dead drop si cnal. (see former brweflﬂ“s) 10 The two
stones were lying alongside, approximately one meter apart from each other,
end both at a distance of one meter from the pole.

REDOLLAR on his interrogation by Raybould stated that there were 2 dogs barking.
W does not mention the second voice.

ATRBLOT does not make any allusion to the Bajario (the Bajaric known to
RWDUILAR as Baxno is a spot where the milk of various sheep of tae area is

processed. There is a spring of water hearby. )
ATRRLOWY did not rention this rest pesriod.
(on paze 3)

(on vage 3)
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noush the team found the danger signal on, =EDULLAR told his team member
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ignal. The team proceeded immediabely to the bush dead drop (in 4Albanian

e bush is knowm by tne name of qorrlc) 1l B¥DCLYAR indicated one bush
tating that it was the one selected by him, in the PA's presence. The fact
that a subsequent search by the two tear members yielded nothing, did not
deter RWDOLLAR who resumed hig search in /) other similar bushes in case
ATPIIECE had made a mistake.t Subsequently, tl:e team walked for about
L5-50 m on the path along the Konispol highway in order that ATRRLOMN could
be familiarized with the entlre area.
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221513 Accorcingly, the team returned to the point >0m east of the Bajerio and from
(AMDOLLAR  there changed its direction towards the Greek border.
checked
the time)

9. AINBLOWY states that the team reached the mule math at R L08572 ard then

~ switched their course to the east, following at times the mule trac Puring
this time RIDOLTAR counted tzree teleoqone poles. The team halted near the
third pole. :

10, ATRBLOW! ]
nim that they were in tae process of examining the danger 31Tna] As
ATRBLOJY wes made to understand it, the safety signal was on that denoted
that "the container would be in the dead drop% otherwise it would not be

there at sll. L
A

i referred to the busa in &lbanian as driz or morigz.

stated that orior to reaching Lve safety signal HOLLAR informed

1L, ATRBLC

12, The location of-the dead drop differs 811”nb7v in the two 1nLerro°at10ps.
REDCLLAT claims trhe distance between the signal and the dead drop is approxi-
mately 25 m. | L0, on the othevr hnand, olaces the bushes at a dlstarce of
L to 10 m from the telephone pole.

A

13. Althouszh AIRSLOW was not in & position to check the flme ne declared that

the search of the dead drop took place around 2"15 - 2335 hours.

1
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Around point R hO?H”ZlL the team halted for chrovzmotelv 15 mlnutes.
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marks of the area, among which a piece of lapo, formerly oelongln; to his
family. On its returng the team heard dogs barking from Barniko and Cuk
Adtojt. 'The team left the deserted guardpost of Skemon approx1mately 60 m
to the rizht.l> The border line was approached 100-150 m W7 of the infil-
tration point.

Right on the border line and a few minutes prior to entering the Greek
nerrltory REDULLAR heard the noise of rolling stones and cracking branches,
He immediately drew AIRBLOYMN's attention who thotught that tae noise might
have been caused by a siray animal. RFDOLIAR ordered a very cautious

approach to the border.

After a very slow march the team crossed tae border at point R uO 1515,

R LO7563, according to AJRBLOWM,

ATPBLOEN claims that the team made enotaer 10' halt approximately 150 meters
_ D] 3

from the border line.

Wild boar frequent the area in herds.
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